The management of febrile seizures in the Mersey Region.
The management of children with febrile seizures admitted to hospital within the Mersey region was evaluated by case note review. The patient groups were demographically similar in all the participating hospitals. Most children were admitted for less than 48 hours and nearly all received paracetamol as an antipyretic. There was a marked variation in the number of investigations performed in each hospital, with venepunctures for blood cultures and white blood cell counts ranging from 6 to 56% and from 8 to 70%, respectively. The majority of children had a urinalysis. 23 to 78% of children were prescribed antibiotics. Further studies are required on the value of hospital admission and the appropriate use of investigations and antibiotics in children with febrile seizures.